
BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES OF MAY 4, 2015 

 

 

Mr. Snider called the May 4, 2015 meeting of the Brighton Township Planning 

Commission to order at 7:31 P.M. The meeting was located in the Brighton Municipal Township 

Building, 1300 Brighton Road, Beaver, PA. 

 

PRESENT:  William L. Snider, Vice-Chairman 

Tim O'Brien, Secretary 

Mark Piccirilli 

Michael Purton 

Jenny Strang 

John A. Weber 

 

STAFF:  Bryan K. Dehart, Township Manager 

Kathryn L. Johnston, Solicitor 

Ned Mitrovich, P.E., Township Engineer 

Johnna Zona  

 

ABSENT: Jeffrey S. Maze, Chairman 

 

VISITOR:  Tod Arbutina, 4533 Dutch Ridge Road  

 

 

Minutes of the April 6, 2015 Regular Meeting:  Mr. Weber made a motion, seconded 

by Ms. Strang, vote unanimous, to approve the minutes of the April 6, 2015 Regular Meeting. 

 

Township Greenway and Trail Plan:  The last meeting of the Study Committee was on 

Wednesday, April 8
th

. Pashek Associates provided two documents to the Study Committee for 

review: A Complete Streets Policy and a Conservation of Natural Features Ordinance from 

Pocopson Township. Copies were distributed at the April meeting for review by the 

Commission. Some additional information regarding the Conservation of Natural Features 

Ordinance was provided on the definition of terms. The purpose of the policy and ordinance is to 

implement the recommendations of the Greenway and Trail Plan being prepared, including the 

conservation of high value natural features. The Pocopson Ordinance is very aggressive in its 

preservation of natural features, but is to give an idea of what can be done. The Commission was 

asked to provide any comments they have to the Solicitor and Manager. It is expected that a joint 

meeting of the Commission and Study Committee to discuss these types of measure will be 

scheduled in the future.  

 

Communication Antennas & Towers: The Board of Supervisors has approved the 

Cohen Law Group proposal for the re-writing of the Township regulations for communication 

antennas and towers for review and consideration. A revised ordinance proposal was distributed 

at the April meeting for review.  Mr. Dehart and Ms. Johnston reviewed the purpose of the 

revised zoning regulations for communication antennas and towers. One primary goal is to 



provide regulations for such facilities within the public rights of ways. The Township also wants 

to continue to encourage co-locations in lieu of having new towers constructed. The Commission 

was asked to provide any comments they have to the Solicitor and Manager who will then 

prepare a proposed final ordinance for action by the Commission at the June meeting. 

 

Stormwater Ordinances & Related Documents: To comply with new PA DEP 

stormwater management requirements and the Township’s NPDES permit for its stormwater 

facilities, a new Stormwater Management Ordinance, including Prohibited Discharges, has been 

prepared. Township Engineer Ned Mitrovich, P.E. and Johnna Zona of LSSE were in attendance 

to review the proposed ordinance and provide training on the Township’s MS4 program and 

Minimum Control Measures. Mr. Mitrovich said that the ordinance is to implement Federal 

regulations for stormwater discharges, which are becoming more regulated improve water 

quality. The ordinance will regulate the quantity and quality of stormwater within the Township. 

This includes their construction and operation and maintenance. Stormwater facilities 

constructed since 2003 will need to be on an inspection and maintenance program. The 

ordinance will also regulate prohibited discharges into stormwater systems.  

 

The Township has an NPDES Permit for its stormwater systems. LSSE is in the process 

of mapping the Township’s stormwater system. The stormwater system facilities will need to be 

inspected and tested as needed to comply with Federal regulations.  

 

The new stormwater ordinance will also require an amended Subdivision and Land 

Development Code since the stormwater management requirements are being pulled out of it 

into the free standing ordinance.  

 

Mr. Mitrovich also gave a brief review of the new Floodplain Ordinance that is based 

upon a FEMA model ordinance that meets the National Insurance Program.  This is to implement 

changes to the effective Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) for Beaver County.  The changes 

become effective August 17, 2015. The ordinance has been reviewed by the Board of 

Supervisors and the Township’s revised Floodplain Ordinance has received approval from 

FEMA as meeting their requirements.  The Board of Supervisors is expected to adopt the new 

ordinance at their June meeting.  

 

Mr. Dehart asked if a free-standing grading ordinance should also be prepared. The 

current grading regulations are contained within the Subdivision and Land Development Code. 

Mr. Mitrovich said that this is common and would regulate grading that is independent of a new 

subdivision or land development.  

 

Additional Business: Mr. Arbutina said that he had read in prior Commission minutes 

that someone was looking at the commercial area near the interchange as a location for a 

terminal. The Commission discussed the process for approving such uses within the Township. 

Mr. Dehart and Ms. Johnston mentioned the performance standards that were recently adopted 

for such uses to regulate noise, lighting and similar operations typically found at a commercial 

operation.  

 



Mr. O’Brien asked if the referendum to permit the issuance of liquor licenses within 

Brighton Township was on the ballot.  Mr. Dehart said it was his understanding that the question 

would be on the ballot.  

 

Adjournment: Mr. Piccirilli made a motion, seconded by Mr. Purton, vote unanimous to 

adjourn the meeting at 8:37 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Bryan K. Dehart 

Township Manager 


