
BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES OF JUNE 1, 2020 

 

 

Mr. Snider called the June 1, 2020 meeting of the Brighton Township Planning 

Commission to order at 7:38 P.M. On March 23, 2020 a Stay at Home Order was issued by 

Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, and a Declaration of 

Emergency has been issued. As a result, the meeting was conducted remotely through the Zoom 

Video Communications remote conferencing application. Public participation was made 

available through an advertised web link and/or phone number(s) that were posted on the 

Township web site and posted at the Municipal Building, 1300 Brighton Road, Beaver, PA. 

Notice of this meeting and participation information was duly advertised in the legal notices of 

the Beaver County Times. Two (2) visitors participated. 

 

PRESENT:  William L. Snider, Chairman 

Karen Green, Secretary 

Tim O’Brien 

Mark Piccirilli 

Matthew Stewart 

 

STAFF:  Bryan K. Dehart, Township Manager 

Kathryn L. Johnston, Solicitor 

 

ABSENT: Jeffrey S. Maze, Vice Chairman 

 

VISITOR:  John Voycik, 103 Mackall Drive 

  Emil Liszniansky of Envision Group 

 

 There is one vacancy on the Commission. 

 

 

Minutes of May 4, 2020 Regular Meeting: Mr. Piccirilli made a motion, seconded by 

Mr. Stewart, vote unanimous, to approve the minutes of the May 4, 2020 Regular Meeting. 

 

 Visitor: Mr. John Voycik of 103 Mackall Drive participated in the meeting. He said the 

vacant lot adjacent to him was recently sold. The property fronts on Tuscarawas Road, but has a 

narrow access to Mackall Drive. He is concerned about stormwater runoff from the lot since it 

sits at a higher elevation. He also questioned if they could use the Mackall Drive access for a 

driveway. He asked if a building permit been issued for the property. Mr. Dehart advised him 

that no permits have been applied for or issued. A stormwater retention facility will be required. 

Mr. Voycik’s comments will be considered if a permit is applied for. Mr. Voycik exited the 

meeting at this time.  

 

Comprehensive Plan: Emil Liszniansky of Envision Group joined the meeting to 

provide an update on the stakeholder interviews he has completed and next steps for the 



comprehensive plan. Mr. Lisznianski noted topics of discussion that took place during the 

stakeholder interviews and prevalent themes that took place.   

 

The first topic was Competitive Advantages.  Prevalent themes that arose were Brighton 

Township’s location in terms of access to I-376, the PA Turnpike and the Pittsburgh 

International Airport. The interchange area was viewed as a prime development opportunity for 

the Township. The Township is considered as a low property tax area, also noting that the 

Township does not have any business taxes. People like the rural character, but the convenience 

of Beaver Borough and shopping in nearby townships. Beaver Area is a quality school district, 

but there is some perception it is falling behind the larger districts in Butler and Allegheny 

counties.  

 

The Desirable Development was identified as a mixed use (live-work-play) environment. 

There was some expression that there is a lack of denser/lower maintenance housing types, such 

as townhomes. Some expressed a need for Class A office space at the interchange, but noting 

that the COVID-19 work from home experience could change that perceived need. People want 

walkable neighborhoods that are connected.  

 

Future Trends – there is a perception that Beaver County schools are falling behind those 

in Cranberry area or norther Allegheny County. Again, the work from home taking place now 

could affect the future of commercial / office development. There is a perception that more 

housing could be needed to meet the demands of spinoff development opportunities from the 

Shell ethane cracker project. A shrinking population in Beaver County presents challenges of 

maintaining and operating facilities.  

 

Partnership Opportunities with the Township was viewed favorably. The County 

Comprehensive Plan effort is also getting underway.  

 

Mr. Lisznianski reviewed some population trends past and future projections from the 

SPC and also summarized the planning issues identified during the communitywide survey. For 

next steps the Commission discussed getting more community input using online tools.  Mr. 

Lisznianski will work on some alternatives for evaluation by the Study Committee, who will also 

test them for preference. Once determined the instructions for participating can be laid out within 

the next printed copy of the newsletter.  

 

Deerfield Preserve (Grandview Estates): Revised plans have not been submitted since 

the last Commission meeting. The applicant has advised they plan to submit prior to the July 

meeting.  

 

Mount Pleasant Farms Plan of Subdivision: Application has been filed for a two lot 

subdivision by Chester & Selene Smyda. Revised plans have not been submitted in response to 

the review comments of the Township Engineer dated November 8, 2019. 

 

Additional Business: Mr. Dehart said that he would try to meet with the Solicitor in 

advance of the next Commission meeting to get a start on the zoning project discussed the prior 

month.   



 

Adjournment: Mr. Piccirilli made a motion, seconded by Ms. Green, vote unanimous, to 

adjourn the meeting at 8:06 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Bryan K. Dehart 

 Township Manager 


